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I. Introduction

The world is becoming increasingly urbanised, which stands for the increase in the

proportion of people living in towns and cities.1 Today, more than half of the global

population lives in urban areas. The urban share worldwide used to be ⅓ in 1950

and is expected to increase to ⅔ by 2050.2

The most common reason for urbanisation is internal migration of people moving

from rural to urban areas. People might seek better employment opportunities,

education opportunities or want to have access to better infrastructure and security,

which is not always the case in rural areas. This trend can be seen since the

Industrial Revolution (1750-1840) onwards. Cities grew from the industrial revolution

onwards because factories were labour intensive and needed a large workforce. As

a result of that, people moved to places close to the factories, to live near their

workplace. By 2050, it is expected that 2.5 billion people will be living in urban

areas.3

This trend led to the creation of the first mega cities in the 1950s which are cities with

a population of over 10 million people. The number of mega cities are expected to

increase drastically over the next few years, and currently there are more than 28

mega cities which can be found all over the world, such as New York (USA), Tokyo

(Japan), London (England) or São Paulo (Brazil). These cities will expand even

further due to urban sprawl. Over time, it is expected that cities will start to take over

undeveloped land in an uncontrolled manner near the city to keep up with the

population growth.

Although big cities offer many opportunities and are a hotspot of many different

cultures, large urban areas and settlements come along with consequences and put

stress on a sustainable way of living. Large cities are prone to pollution (noise, water

and air pollution), lack open space and have high costs of living, which can result in

higher crime rates and facilitates the spread of diseases more easily because many

3https://www.un.org/en/desa/around-25-billion-more-people-will-be-living-cities-2050-projects-new-un-r
eport

2 https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/urbanization-0

1https://www.eea.europa.eu/help/glossary/eea-glossary/urbanisation#:~:text=in%20your%20browser.-,
Term,a%20country%20is%20still%20developing.
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people live together in a small space. Especially mega cities can be said to be one of

the biggest demographic problems of this age. Thus, it is crucial to develop a

sustainable way of living to ensure a healthy and safe living environment for

everyone.

II. Definition of Key Terms
A. Urbanisation

According to the OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms, urbanisation is

the process causing an increase in the proportion of a population living

in urban areas.4

B. Settlements
Where people live can be considered as a settlement. Settlements can

range from being a single house in a remote area or be as large as a

mega city with a population of over 10 million people.5

C. Sustainability
The UN defines sustainability as being able to meet the needs of the

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet

their own needs.6

D. Sustainable cities and settlements (SDG 11)
According to the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11, sustainable

cities are those that are dedicated to achieving a green,

environmentally sustainable, socially sustainable and economically

sustainable future.7

7 https://sdgs.un.org/goals
6 https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/sustainability
5 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/settlement
4 https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=2819
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E. Eco-city
An Eco-city is a human settlement which emphasises the

self–sustaining resilient structure and function of safeguarding natural

environments and ecosystems. It seeks to provide a healthy and livable

human environment without consuming more renewable resources

than it replaces.8

F. Urban Sprawl
Urban Sprawl can be defined as the spread of a city into the

area surrounding it, often without planning.9

G. Urban Planning
Urban planning refers both to collective actions that shape and

improve human settlements and to a profession or professions

that developed to guide urban growth and improve the conditions

of industrial cities.10

H. Mega City
A megacity is a very large city that has a population of more than 10

million people and that is often made of two or more urban areas that

have grown so much that they are connected due to urban sprawl.11

I. Intermediate City
Intermediate cities have a population between 50.000 and one million

people that generally play a primary role in connecting important rural

and urban areas to basic facilities and services. At the moment, about

20% of the world's population lives in intermediate cities.12

12 https://www.uno-magazine.com/uno-29/intermediate-cities/
11 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/megacity
10 https://www.britannica.com/topic/urban-planning
9 https://www.britannica.com/topic/urban-sprawl
8 https://ecocitybuilders.org/what-is-an-ecocity/
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J. Informal Settlements
Informal Settlements are residential areas where inhabitants have no

security of tenure, with modalities ranging from squatting to informal

rental housing. The housing may not comply with current planning and

building regulations, and is often situated in geographically and

environmentally hazardous areas. The neighbourhoods usually lack, or

are cut off from, basic services and city infrastructure.13

K. Pollution
Pollution is the introduction of harmful materials into the environment.

Pollution can exist in many forms: air, water and sound pollution.

Pollution levels tend to increase with more people present as it is

harder to sustain a large population.

L. Infrastructure and Sustainable Infrastructure
Infrastructure can be defined as the built environment ranging from

roads, buildings to the sewage network. Sustainable infrastructure,

according to the United National Environmental Program (UNEP), is a

system that is planned, designed, constructed, operated and

decommissioned in a manner that ensures economic and financial,

social, environmental (including climate resilience), and institutional

sustainability over the entire infrastructure life cycle.

Sustainable infrastructure can include built infrastructure, natural

infrastructure or hybrid infrastructure that contains elements of both.

Examples are buildings that are energy efficient, have solar power

plants or green roofs and vertical gardens.14

14 https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability/sustainable-infrastructure
13 https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=1351
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III. General Overview

A. Urbanisation across the world

Figure 1 - Share of the Population that is Urbanised across the World

More than half of the world’s population now live in urban areas. The map

above depicts the share of the population that is urbanised in countries across

the world. High-income countries such as across Western Europe, the United

States, Australia, Japan and the Middle East, have more than 80% of the

population living in urban areas. Most upper-middle income countries, such as

in Eastern Europe, East Asia, North and Southern Africa and South America,

between 50% and 80% of the people live in urbanised areas. In many low to

lower-middle-income countries, such as in middle and Eastern Africa, the

majority of the population still live in rural areas.
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B. Factors contributing to urbanisation

There are several factors that contribute to the rate of urbanisation. One

reason could be an increase in the population. This could either be a natural

increase, birth rate exceeding death rate, or migration being larger than

immigration in the country. This will lead to the growth of settlements.

Some people within the country might migrate from rural areas to urban areas

and increase the rate of urbanisation as people hope to have better facilities,

more job opportunities, higher wages and better living conditions in the urban

area than the rural area they are moving away from.15

C. Challenges and consequences of urbanisation

One problem of urbanisation is overcrowding. As more people move to urban

areas,  it could lead to a shortage of housing and space to live in. This makes

urban areas expensive and could lead to the formation of informal settlements

which are cheaper but more dangerous for their inhabitants.16 An example of

a dangerous and illegal settlement with about one million inhabitants is the

Dharavi slum in the Indian mega-city Mumbai, which has bad sanitation, no

proper sewage system and no reliable access to clean drinking water. The

Dharavi slum is built on a dumping site and on the banks of the Mithi River,

making it an unsafe environment to live in.17 An overall population of 22 million

people in Mumbai puts stress on resources such as electricity, water and food

but also infrastructure such as roads, public transport or schools and

hospitals.18

Another challenge of urbanisation is an increase in pollution. Mega-cities

experience high levels of air pollution due to more traffic, which could result in

shortness of breath and vascular problems. There might also be an increase

in water pollution due to illegal dumping of waste into rivers and an increase in

sound pollution due to more people living in the urban area, making the area

noisier through having more traffic.

18 https://www.theworldmind.org/home/2019/3/1/mumbais-slums-the-positives-and-negatives
17 https://www.business-standard.com/about/where-is-dharavi-slum
16 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03768358908439494
15 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwtqnbk/revision/1
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Urban areas might experience the “Urban Heat Island Effect” which leads to

higher temperatures in more urbanised areas. This is caused by there being

more sealed areas and less vegetation as compared to rural areas.19 This

puts stress on people as the environment they live in becomes less

controllable and undesirable for the individual to live in. This can be seen in

the graph below.

Figure 2 - Urban Heat Island Effect

IV. Major Parties Involved

A. India
India currently has a total of 3 mega-cities (Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata). However,
only 35.4% of its population, with a size of 1,400,000,000 people, live in urban
areas.20 However, about 3 million people per year are moving from rural to urban
areas in India.21 Hence, it is crucial to develop a sustainable way of living and ensure
an environmentally friendly and sustainable style of living for now and in the future as
more people will move from rural to urban areas. Additionally, the high rates of
economic growth within secondary and tertiary sectors are sure to attract even more

21 https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-13-1537-4_8
20 https://tradingeconomics.com/india/urban-population-percent-of-total-wb-data.html
19 https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/reduce-urban-heat-island-effect
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people into urban areas where there is adequate capital equipment and
infrastructure for those industries to boom.

B. Japan
Tokyo, Japan’s capital city, currently has a population of 14 million people and thus
can be considered a mega-city.22 Tokyo has a population density of 6,363/km2 and is
increasing even further as rural to urban migration still exists. At the moment, around
90% of the current population lives in urban areas and the percentage of people
living in rural areas is decreasing drastically each year.23 Thus, Japan started the
initiative offering 1 million yen (7.500$) per child to families who choose to move
away from Tokyo to more rural areas.24

C. Egypt
Egypt is located in the north of Africa and is the most populous country in Africa. Its
capital city is Cairo and has a population of 22 million people. About 95% of
Egyptians occupy less than 5% of the country’s total land area. In Cairo especially,
space and jobs available are limited. As a result, people started to build informal huts
in office and residential buildings to have a place to live.

D. USA
Currently over 83% of the US population lives in urban areas, a percentage that is
still increasing further today.25 The Western US is the most urbanised part of the
country, followed closely by the North-Eastern of the United States. The Southern
US experienced rapid industrialisation after World War 2 and is now over ¾ urban.
To combat the threats from climate change New York City (NYC) is employing two
strategies. First, reduce GHG emissions. Second, adapt so that neighbourhoods, the
economy, and public services are ready to withstand the impacts of climate change.
Meanwhile, citywide solar capacity has surpassed 100 MW, keeping the city on track
to meet the goal of installing 100 MW of solar power on public buildings and 250 MW
on private buildings by 2025.26

E. United Arab Emirates
The UAE discovered its first oil field in 1958 and joined the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in 1967.27,28 Since then, the UAE has seen

28 https://emiratitimes.com/a-brief-history-of-oil-in-the-united-arab-emirates/

27https://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/about_us/170.htm#:~:text=The%20first%20commercial%20oil%
20was,and%20offshore%20at%20Umm%20Shaif.

26 https://adaptation.ei.columbia.edu/content/urban-adaptation-and-new-york-city
25 https://css.umich.edu/publications/factsheets/built-environment/us-cities-factsheet

24https://www.livemint.com/news/world/japan-is-offering-7-500-to-families-to-move-out-of-capital-tokyo
-here-s-why-11672812403502.html

23 https://www.statista.com/statistics/270086/urbanization-in-japan/

22https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-31/tokyo-loses-population-for-first-time-in-26-yea
rs-amid-pandemic
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exponential levels of growth, boosted massively by the rise in crude oil prices in the
1970s. The government ownership of the oil fields combined with massive revenues
amidst rising oil prices allowed the government to heavily reinvest into the land. The
construction of large planned cities and residential areas such as the Palm Jumeirah,
which cost a staggering US$12 billion, attracted the formerly scattered out
population.29

Large scale investments into flashy construction projects like the Burj Khalifa, have
attracted many tourists in the past and will serve the same purpose of attracting
tourists in the future as the UAE seeks to reduce its dependence on petroleum
exports. Therefore, sustainable as well as aesthetically attractive and impressive
levels of  urbanisation are a focal policy point for the government in the coming
years.

F. European Union (EU)
The levels of urbanisation in the EU are expected to increase to approx. 83.7% in
2050 as past trends have shown a decline in the degree of the populace living in
rural areas since 1961, including UK territories. Subsequently, there have been high
levels of agricultural land abandonment which are expected to total at 5.6 million
hectares by 2030, which is 3% of the total agricultural land in the EU.30

In order to manage this movement, the EU and its member states have supported
the implementation of the New Urban Agenda. This was reaffirmed during the UN
High Level Meeting on the 28th April 2022 renewed the three voluntary commitments
made during the 2016 Habitat III conference. Furthermore, interior policy demands
multi-level governmental responses to the development of sustainable settlements
through frameworks such as the International Urban and Regional Cooperation
Programme (IURC) and the European Commission on Climate-Neutral and Smart
Cities. 31

31 https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/european_union

30https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/foresight/topic/continuing-urbanisation/urbanisation-europe_e
n

29https://www.bayut.com/mybayut/palm-jumeirah-facts/#:~:text=GENERAL%20PALM%20JUMEIRAH
%20FACTS&text=The%20awe%2Dinspiring%20creation%20of,%2412%20billion%20during%20its%2
0development.

10



Economic and Financial Committee
BMUN23
Promoting sustainable cities and settlements in an age of urbanisation

V. Timeline of Events

Year Event

1948 The International Union for the Protection of Nature is founded;
it aims to promote a unique partnership of government and
nongovernmental organisations.

1949 The United Nations Scientific Conference on the Conservation
and Utilisation of Resources is held in Lake Success; it is the
first major meeting of the United Nations on the subject.

1950 The world's population reaches 2.5 billion.

11 June 1976 Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements (Habitat I)

1987 The World Commission on Environment and Development
publishes "Our Common Future," also known as the Brundtland
Report; it weaves together social, economic, cultural, and
environmental issues and global solutions; it popularises the
term "sustainable development."
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer is adopted.
The world's population reaches 5 billion.

1995 The World Summit for Social Development is held in
Copenhagen; this marks the first time that the international
community makes a clear commitment to eradicating absolute
poverty.

14 June 1996 Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements (Habitat II)

11 July 1996 The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Ministerial Meeting on
Sustainable Development is held in Manila; the Manila

11
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Declaration and an Action Program cover key areas for
cooperation on sustainable cities, cleaner production and
technologies, and the sustainability of the marine environment.

September 2000 The UN Millenium Declaration

2001 Establishment of the World Urban Forum

26 February 2002 Strengthening the mandate and status of the Commission on
Human Settlements and the status, role and functions of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), 26
February 2002

2004 About 2.5 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa die of AIDS and
over 3 million become newly infected.

2007 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change publishes its
fourth assessment report on climate change; the report posits
that climate change policies are best addressed by integrating
them within the broader framework of sustainable development
strategies.

2008 Almost half of the world’s population lives in towns and cities
that occupy less than 2% of the earth’s land surface but use
75% of its resources.

2009 About 60% of the world’s population now have mobile phones
and 25% use the internet; social networking begins to influence
citizen engagement, from the Obama presidential campaign in
the United States to the presidential election in Iran.

2011 The world’s population reaches 7 billion.

2012 Rio+20 Summit – UN Conference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD)

23 December 2016 New Urban Agenda, Quito Declaration on Sustainable Cities
and Human Settlements for All

January 2023 World Economic Forum Annual Meeting
Topic: Forward-looking dialogues and help find solutions through
public-private cooperation.
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May 2023 The 5th Global WOPs Congress & GWOPA Assembly in Bonn,
Germany
Topic: Resilience in challenging times: Mobilising collaboration
for future-ready water and sanitation service providers.

1 October 2023 The 8th Asia Pacific Urban Forum (APUF-8) will take place in
Suwon, Republic of Korea, in October 2023.

2025 101 cities are expected to have populations over 5 million (~907
million total; up from 691 million in 2006).

2042 Human population likely 9 billion (6.3 Bn living in urban
environments)

2050 122 cities expected to have populations over 5 million (~1.4 Bn);
154 cities with populations over 5 million expected by 2100

VI. Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue

A. World Bank
In order to promote sustainable cities and the development of them, their efforts are

led by the Bank’s Urban, Disaster Risk Management, Resilience and Land Global

Practice (GPURL) and focus on three main areas:

- Urban Development which covers urban planning, services, and institutions to

aid the planning and execute it.

- Disaster Risk Management which serves to mainstream resilience in all

dimensions of development to maintain and protect communities.

- Land and Geospatial which concentrates on territorial and rural development.

The World Bank invests an average of $6 billion per annum into urban development

and resilience projects amidst the ever increasing frequency of extreme climate and

weather events, to help cities meet the basic necessities of urbanisation. The Bank’s

Urban Development strategy focuses on three priorities:

- Financing the New Urban Agenda

- Promoting territorial development

- Enhancing urban resilience to climate change and disaster risks

13
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The three priorities are further broken down into six business lines, meaning the

business objectives:

- Cities and economic growth

- Urban poverty and inclusion

- Municipal infrastructure and services

- Affordable housing and land

- Urban management, finance, and governance

- Cities and urban environment32

“The Bank is working in partnership with the private sector, governments, and civil

society to build clean and efficient cities and communities that are resilient to natural

disasters, and to create competitive economies that provide new kinds of jobs for

people and ensure that everyone, especially the poorest, can benefit.” 33

B. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
“The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change secretariat, and the Commonwealth

Secretariat, in collaboration with several United Nations entities, have developed a

law and climate change toolkit to promote climate-smart urbanisation.”

“The toolkit is an innovative online database designed to help countries establish

legal frameworks necessary for effective domestic implementation of the Paris

Agreement and their nationally determined contributions,” says María Socorro

Manguiat, Senior Legal Officer in UNEP’s Law Division.34

UNEP also works to promote and execute urban Environmental Planning in order to

prevent the ineffective use and exploitation of finite resources which has severe

consequences, always impacting the environment and its ability to regenerate and

hold the resources needed by future generations. Subsequent issues such as health

hazards, loss of biodiversity, and ultimately, a lower quality of life will affect people in

the present as well. The poorest cities and the weakest strata of the urban

34https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/new-toolkit-help-countries-switch-climate-smart-urbaniz
ation

33 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment
32 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainable-communities#2
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population are likely to suffer the most from those impacts and are those least able

to deal with the short, but especially, the long term consequences. 35

C. UN General Assembly and other UN Organisations
The UN system significantly reformed its approach to human settlements after the

adoption of the UN Millennium Declaration (2000). The declaration and its important

points are listed below in “Relevant United Nations Documents & Other Sources.

Further recent resolutions and declarations are also given below.

VII. Relevant United Nations Documents & Other Sources

A. The UN Millenium Declaration (2000)36

Different aspects of the declaration speak towards sustainable settlements and

cities, including but are not limited to the following:

I. Values
- “(2) We recognize that, in addition to our separate responsibilities to

our individual societies, we have a collective responsibility to uphold

the principles of human dignity, equality and equity at the global level.

As leaders we have a duty therefore to all the world's people,

especially the most vulnerable and, in particular, the children of the

world, to whom the future belongs.”

- (5)“We believe that the central challenge we face today is to ensure

that globalisation becomes a positive force for all the world's people.

While globalisation offers great opportunities, at present its benefits are

very unevenly shared, while its costs are unevenly distributed. We

recognize that developing countries and countries with economies in

transition face special difficulties in responding to this central

challenge. Thus, only through broad and sustained efforts to create a

shared future, based upon our common humanity in all its diversity, can

globalisation be made fully inclusive and equitable. These efforts must

36https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/united-nations-millennium-declaratio
n

35https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/cities/urban-environmental-plan
ning

15

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/united-nations-millennium-declaration
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/united-nations-millennium-declaration
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/cities/urban-environmental-planning
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/cities/urban-environmental-planning


Economic and Financial Committee
BMUN23
Promoting sustainable cities and settlements in an age of urbanisation

include policies and measures, at the global level, which correspond to

the needs of developing countries and economies in transition and are

formulated and implemented with their effective participation.”

- (6.subpoint) Solidarity. Global challenges must be managed in a way

that distributes the costs and burdens fairly in accordance with basic

principles of equity and social justice. Those who suffer or who benefit

least deserve help from those who benefit most.

- (6.subpoint) “Respect for nature. Prudence must be shown in the

management of all living species and natural resources, in accordance

with the precepts of sustainable development. Only in this way can the

immeasurable riches provided to us by nature be preserved and

passed on to our descendants. The current unsustainable patterns of

production and consumption must be changed in the interest of our

future welfare and that of our descendants.”

- (6.subpoint) “Shared responsibility. Responsibility for managing

worldwide economic and social development, as well as threats to

international peace and security, must be shared among the nations of

the world and should be exercised multilaterally. As the most universal

and most representative organisation in the world, the United Nations

must play the central role.”

- II. Peace, Security and Disarmament

- “To minimise the adverse effects of United Nations economic sanctions

on innocent populations, to subject such sanctions regimes to regular

reviews and to eliminate the adverse effects of sanctions on third

parties.”

- III. Development and Poverty Eradication

- (11) “We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children

from the abject and dehumanising conditions of extreme poverty, to

which more than a billion of them are currently subjected. We are

committed to making the right to development a reality for everyone

and to freeing the entire human race from want.”
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- (12) “We resolve therefore to create an environment - at the national

and global levels alike - which is conducive to development and to the

elimination of poverty.”

- (13) “Success in meeting these objectives depends, inter alia , on good

governance within each country. It also depends on good governance

at the international level and on transparency in the financial, monetary

and trading systems. We are committed to an open, equitable,

rule-based, predictable and non-discriminatory multilateral trading and

financial system.”

- (17) “We also resolve to address the special needs of small island

developing States, by implementing the Barbados Programme of

Action and the outcome of the twenty-second special session of the

General Assembly rapidly and in full. We urge the international

community to ensure that, in the development of a vulnerability index,

the special needs of small island developing States are taken into

account.”

- (18) “We recognize the special needs and problems of the landlocked

developing countries, and urge both bilateral and multilateral donors to

increase financial and technical assistance to this group of countries to

meet their special development needs and to help them overcome the

impediments of geography by improving their transit transport

systems.”

- (19) “We resolve further: To have, by then, halted, and begun to

reverse, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the scourge of malaria and other

major diseases that afflict humanity.”

- (20) “We also resolve: To develop and implement strategies that give

young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive

work. To develop strong partnerships with the private sector and with

civil society organisations in pursuit of development and poverty

eradication.”

- IV. Protecting our Common Environment
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- (21) “We must spare no effort to free all of humanity, and above all our

children and grandchildren, from the threat of living on a planet

irredeemably spoiled by human activities, and whose resources would

no longer be sufficient for their needs.”

- (22) “We reaffirm our support for the principles of sustainable

development, including those set out in Agenda 21, agreed upon at the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development.”

- (23) “We resolve therefore to adopt in all our environmental actions a

new ethic of conservation and stewardship and, as first steps, we

resolve: To make every effort to ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto

Protocol, preferably by the tenth anniversary of the United Nations

Conference on Environment and Development in 2002, and to embark

on the required reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases.

- To intensify our collective efforts for the management, conservation and

sustainable development of all types of forests.

- To press for the full implementation of the Convention on Biological

Diversity and the Convention to Combat Desertification in those

Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,

particularly in Africa.

- To stop the unsustainable exploitation of water resources by

developing water management strategies at the regional, national and

local levels, which promote both equitable access and adequate

supplies.

- To intensify cooperation to reduce the number and effects of natural

and man-made disasters.”

- VI. Protecting the Vulnerable

- (26) “We will spare no effort to ensure that children and all civilian

populations that suffer disproportionately the consequences of natural

disasters, genocide, armed conflicts and other humanitarian

emergencies are given every assistance and protection so that they

can resume normal life as soon as possible.”

18



Economic and Financial Committee
BMUN23
Promoting sustainable cities and settlements in an age of urbanisation

B. A/CONF.165/14, Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements (Habitat II),
14 June 199637

The declaration states the “deliberations on the two major themes of the

Conference”38 which are “adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements

development in an urbanising world”, inspired by the United Nations Charter.

- It further declares commitments and emphasises the ways in which specific

issues such as deteriorating conditions are to be prevented in developing

countries particularly.

- It also stresses the interdependence between rural and urban development

and the similarities and differences in treatment.

- Importantly, “we commit ourselves to sustainable patterns of production,

consumption, transportation and settlements development; pollution

prevention; respect for the carrying capacity of ecosystems; and the

preservation of opportunities for future generations.”

C. A/RES/56/206, Strengthening the mandate and status of the Commission
on Human Settlements and the status, role and functions of the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), 26 February 2002 39

Served to transform the United Nations Center for Human Settlements (Habitat),

including the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation, into the

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat). The resolution states

the key elements of UN Habitat, covering:

- The Secretariat of the programme

- The financing of human settlements (including the distribution of responsibility

over the management of the UN Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation)

- Policy coordination, which reaffirms several previous resolutions, the

constitution of the “three tried intergovernmental mechanism” the importance

of providing sustainable human settlements. It also highlights the importance

of coordination with the ECOSOC, United Nations Development Assistance

39https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2014/07/Resolution-adopted-by-the-General-Assembly-ARES
56206.pdf

38 http://www.un-documents.net/ist-dec.htm
37 http://www.un-documents.net/ist-dec.htm
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Framework, World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and participation

in the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination.

D. 71/256. New Urban Agenda, Quito Declaration on Sustainable Cities and
Human Settlements for All, 23 December 201640

It details the following:

- The signatories’ Shared Vision (11-13)

- Their Principles and Commitments (14-15), recognising the roles of different

levels of national governments, the importance of health/safety and the

importance of designing with sustained economic growth and integration in

mind.

- The Call for Action (16-22)

It also includes the “Quito implementation plan for the New Urban Agenda”, which in

detail, explains the following categories:

- Transformative commitments for sustainable urban development, which

importantly includes an “Environmentally sustainable and resilient urban

development” section which is found on and after page 12 out of 29, which

(on page 15) states the “Effective Implementation). As chairs we encourage

each delegate to definitely read page 29 out of 29 to see further

recommendations made for future resolutions, possibly applying to the one

made at this conference and the reaffirmation of important past resolutions.

E. The Strategic Plan: UN Habitat 2020-202341

The most informative sections to review for the conference are the following:

- 01. Changing for increased impact

- B. Global trends: challenges and opportunities of a rapidly urbanising

world

- D. Leveraging partnerships

41 https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-09/strategic_plan_2020-2023.pdf

40https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact
/A_RES_71_256.pdf
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- E. Delivering as one UN-Habitat: repositioning and organisational

change

- 01. Strategic Choices

- C. Domains of change: strategy and scope

- E. Drivers of change

- F. Organisational performance enablers

- 01. New Ways of Working

- B. UN-Habitat presence at the city, country and regional levels

- C. Integrated programming, programme planning and budgeting

- D. Organisational architecture

- E. Risk management

- I. Financing the Strategic Plan

VIII. Questions to Consider

A. General Topic Questions (to familiarise oneself with the matter)

- Why is it important for the world to work towards creating more

sustainable cities and urban environments?

- What are some of the ways that sustainable cities are related to the

issue of climate change, economic growth, environmental

protection/preservation, improving living conditions, and combating

income inequality?

B. Country Specific Questions (they are to be answered from the perspective of

each delegates respective government)

- Does your assigned country have a large urban population?

- What do cities look like in your country?

- Does the government see, recognise or place importance on the

sustainability of the settlements and their growth?
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- What is the movement and trend that the general population seems to

be following in terms of urbanisation?

- What are some of the biggest issues regarding the cities and urban

environments in your country? What are their subsequent effects? Do

they put pressure on neighbouring countries, national or international

relief organisations, local or international NGOs?

- What are the living conditions like for the majority of the population?

- How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected life in your assigned

country’s cities? Has it made any of the issues you listed above worse?

Has it brought to light any new issues? Has it helped promote any

sustainability measures/solutions? If so, what are they? Can they be

implemented elsewhere?

C. Financial and Economic questions
- Can the economy support large investment activities?

- Is there enough government budget to support investment activities?

- Can the country attract future investment or raise taxes to increase the

money that the government has to spend on sustainability projects?

Does the government care enough to make the effort? Are tax systems

efficient and structured so that increasing taxes could work?

- Would partaking in promoting sustainable cities and settlements in an

age of urbanisation benefit the economy, the largest firms operating in

the country, the military or neighbouring countries?

- Is the country a part of any existing development programmes?

D. International Relations questions
- Is the nation pressured by any of its allies to strongly pursue

sustainable urban development in its settlements?

- Would borrowing money from allies cause said alliances deteriorate or

put too much pressure on them?

- Would increasing sustainability in the building and maintenance of

cities and settlements in the country require a lot of materials and

technologies to be imported?
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- Alternatively, does the country produce or manufacture any materials

or technologies that would be used in making cities and settlements

more sustainable? Does the country have the necessary infrastructure

to export these?

- Are there a lot of migrants coming to your urban areas and if yes, how

can you combat this problem?

IX. Possible Solutions

One solution to combat the consequences of urbanisation are eco-cities which are

settlements modelled on the self-sustaining resilient structure and function of natural

ecosystems. An example of an eco-city is Freiburg in Breisgau, Germany.

By 2050, Freiburg only wants to rely on green energy with the help of solar panels.

Solar panels were built on the football stadium of SC Freiburg and the train station.

Freiburg has many green spaces for its citizens. Over 44.000 trees were planted in

the last years to mitigate global warming and the urban heat island effect. There are

a total of 600 hectares of free space and parks that function as recreational space.42

Freiburg has a very compact city design that encourages the use of public transport

and bicycles. There are a total of 400 kilometres of bicycle lanes to increase the

accessibility of areas with the bicycle and discourage the use of cars.43

Another possibility to reduce the consequences of urbanisation and discourage rural

to urban migration can be seen in Tokyo, Japan. Tokyo’s population is currently at 14

million people and is increasing further. However, towns and villages in rural areas of

Japan have seen a declining population as people are moving to Tokyo or other big

cities. Japan is already overcrowded and expensive to live in and to combat the

problems of rural to urban migration, the Japanese government is offering 1 million

yen (7.500 US$) per child to any family that chooses to move out of greater Tokyo to

the countryside. Japan has a very modern and wide train network which improves

the accessibility between urban and rural areas.44

44 https://time.com/6244015/tokyo-family-relocation-payment-scheme/
43 https://www.dw.com/en/freiburg-the-bicycle-capital-of-germany/a-2332714
42 https://www.dw.com/en/the-green-city-of-freiburg-is-this-germanys-future/a-60438622
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X. Conclusion

As there is an increasing net movement of people into cities, settlements are ever

growing, the resources and opportunities found within them getting placed under

heightening strain and the consequences of climate change becoming more

apparent.

Hence, efforts into making cities more sustainable, is a process that involves not only

short term but also long term solutions. By ensuring technologies and future projects

are adaptable to future challenges as well, prevents history from repeating itself and

future generations engine up in the same position as us: past solutions (e.g city

planning philosophies, resource management, investment into exhaust systems,

etc.) only focused on the short term, around maximum 30 years and now in the

2010s and 2020s we are left to find solutions again, just like in the 80s and 90s.

The importance of breaking this cycle cannot be understated. The slow response

every time issues arise and the relapse of complications with past technologies,

incur high costs to large swathes of populations but human, animal and plant-wise.

Additionally, other aspects of the environment are damaged, scarce resources are

wasted and the opportunities of present and future generations lesse.

Sustainable cities and settlements will help mitigate most of these issues. When

working to improve cities and make them more sustainable, developers should not

only need to think about the problems facing cities and urban spaces today, but also

need to consider future problems that will continue to be created by future

urbanisation, as previously stated. Utilising science, modern technologies, and

innovation, while keeping in mind the various cultural considerations and different

needs of each city, people in every country can begin to improve these urban spaces

and make them better for the people who live in them and for the earth.

The delegates taking part in BMUN 2023 in the Economic and Financial committee

are expected to consider pre-existing solutions from their nation’s perspective as well

as, possible investments, development strategies and support for the more

vulnerable delegations taking part.
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